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Ψ¢ƘŜ /ƻƭƴŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ƛƴ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ-time is by 
many simply worshipped.... Why the jaded 
chap of London looks weekly to this Colne 
Valley as the reviver of his hopes and 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎΩ 
CǊƻƳΥ Ψ/ƻǳƴǘǊȅ wŀƳōƭŜǎ wƻǳƴŘ ¦ȄōǊƛŘƎŜΩΣ  
Stephen Springall, 1907.

Long standing appreciation of this area



Improvement works & community engagement

Green Skills Teams
Green Spaces & Ancient Woodlands
Footpaths
Community Engagement
Invasive species control
Water Quality

This presentation:
ωHighlight our actions
ωReflect on what is happening
ωLaunch Campaign  



¢ƘŜ ΨtƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΩ {ǘƻǊȅ

WƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ 

Actions since the last Annual Forum

What we have learned

Pointers to the way ahead 

Jerry Unsworth, Planning Consultant 



Efforts over the last year or so

Proposals Mapping 2018 to 2023

March 2023 Workshop

April 2023 Conference

https://www.colnevalleypark.org.uk/engaging-with-
planning-across-the-colne-valley-regional-park/



9ŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻǊ ǎƻ Χ cont.

Proposals Mapping 2018 to 2023

Responses to many major apps
Attendance & speaking at selected 
committee meetings ςwith 
significant time and cost

March 2023 Workshop

April 2023 Conference

https://www.colnevalleypark.org.uk/engaging-with-
planning-across-the-colne-valley-regional-park/

Meetings with Councils to 
promote the 2019 C&C GI 
Strategy and local policy 
initiatives

Responses to 3 
DevtPlans, 3 
bΩƘƻƻŘPlans & 
other documents 

https://www.colnevalley
park.org.uk/why-we-
need-to-protect-the-
colne-valley-regional-
park/ Autumn 2023 Storyboard

Consultation 
responses 
Letters



мллΩǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎΣ р 
country parks, 20 Nature 
wŜǎŜǊǾŜǎΣ мо {{{LΩǎ

Key to physical and mental 
health, nature & farming

>10m people < 15km and 
increasing

Relevant to urban quality of life 
& quality of our environment

CARE  CONNECT  CHAMPION



Is the Green Belt in the Colne Valley RP cared for?



NPPF 142

άΧΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
necessary to release Green Belt land for 
development (in Plansύ ΧΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ 
ways in which the impact of removing land from 
the Green Belt can be offset through compensatory 
improvements to the environmental quality and 
accessibility of remaining Green Belt landΦέ

The Local Authorities are not 
thinking about their positive 
role with the Green Belt and 
are allowing major 
development to proceed 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƻǊȅ 
ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΩ  όto 
environmental quality and 
accessibility of remaining 
Green Belt land)that should 
come with a Plan

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǿƻǊƭŘǎ ΧΦ

NPPF 145
Once Green Belts have been defined, Local Planning 
Authorities should plan positively to enhance their 
beneficial use, such as looking for opportunities to 
provide access; to provide opportunities for outdoor 
sport and recreation; to retain and enhance 
landscapes, visual amenity and biodiversity; or to 
improve damaged and derelict land.



But this is why the Colne Valley Regional Park was established
Being positive about improving environmental quality and accessibility



The Colne Valley Regional Park and its Green Belt
More relevant than ever for London ςits first taste of countryside to the west

Actual and Projected Population - London 

Å bƻǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ DǊŜŜƴ .Ŝƭǘ ōǳǘΣ ƛƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƛǘ ƛǎ

Å We have learnt that current GB policy is not working

Å Huge potential, if strategically planned 



Society is changing

In London, since 1999: 

Number of motorists has fallen 
by 64%

Number of cyclists has increased 
by 386%

Much greater environmental 
awareness, desire to access and 
care for the natural environment



Lots of Effort

Little traction!

Time to reflect



Why no real traction? 

£
£
£

Turnover of staff
Loss of local knowledge
Process focus/ reactive
Few up to date plans

Driven by development not GI vision
No space for cross-border & CVRP 

Silo working



What have we learnt?

1. Gap in strategic, sub-regional and cross-
border planning/ thinking

2. ¢ƘŜ Ψ±ŜǊȅ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ /ƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΩ ŎƭŀǳǎŜ ƛƴ  
National Policy is being misused - we cannot 
ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ DǊŜŜƴ .Ŝƭǘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ i-
changes to the NPPF are needed to realise the  potential

3. DǊŜŜƴ .Ŝƭǘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛƎƴƻǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ /±wtΩǎ 
strategic importance for nature and public 
access ςwe need to see a new form of landscape 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ΨƴŜŜŘΩ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ōŜŀǳǘȅ 

4. Government (national & local) must get it 
& lead





άLŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǳƴǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
embrace these
challenges and 
fundamentally change 
our approach, then 
perhaps weshould leave 
the Green Belt intact for 
future and hopefully 
more responsible
generationsΦέ

https:// www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ku99WIqge3o
Go to 17.55 mins ςwell worth it

jerryunsworthplanning@gmail.com

Professor Peter Bishop speaking 
at our April Conference



Campaign for the countryside on your doorstep



Campaign for the countryside on your doorstep

Persuade decision-makers toact nowto protect the 
special landscape of the Colne Valley Regional Park by 
introducing a new, specific status that safeguards it for 
future generations and enables it to realise its full 
potential for the benefit of people and wildlife.

We are pressing for implementation of a five-point 
plan:
1. Influence Local Planning
2. Restore the Landscape
3. Reform National Planning
4. Establish Status
5. Protect Nature



1) Influence Local Planning

Buckinghamshire

Hillingdon

London Plan

Slough

Spelthorne (draft)

Three Rivers (continue 
engagement)

Windsor & Maidenhead (G.I.)



2) Restore the Landscape



ÅRecognisethe intrinsic value 
of countryside to Green Belt 
policy 

ÅEnsure that if major 
development is to happen, it 
is Plan Led, not via Very 
Special Circumstances 
(avoiding strategic mitigation 
& compensatory 
improvements)

ÅIntroduce strategic planning 
at a landscape-scale, beyond 
Local Authority boundaries 
ŀƴŘ ΨǊŜŘ ƭƛƴŜǎΩ

ÅEnsure that all change leads 
to better connectivity with 
generous green corridors for 
wildlife and people

3) Reform National Planning


