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2022/23 - Landscape-scale Assessment

Headlines

Peak number of birds = 3011

National significance for Shoveler
and Pochard

Moult refuge at Broadwater Lake 
360 birds in August

Key refuges Broadwater Lake SSSI 
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Counts of waterbirds in the Colne Valley 
September 2022 to March 2023
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Totals of waterbirds at individual sites in the Colne Valley 
September 2022 to March 2023
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Shoveler numbers of national significance

Peak count of 344 in February 2023

National significance = 190

Key sites Broadwater Lake and Stockers 
Lake
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Pochard numbers of national signficance

Peak count of 234 in November 2022

National significance = 230

Key sites Broadwater Lake and Stockers 
Lake
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Tufted Ducks a key moult refuge

Peak count of 360 in August 2023

Key site Broadwater Lake
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Key site Stockers Lake

Key site for most important species: 
Shoveler, Pochard, Tufted Duck

Key breeding site for Cormorant, Grey 
Heron, Little Egret, Common Terns and 
Black-headed Gulls

Key refuge site, enables birds to feed over a 
much wider area. Significant movement 
between here and Broadwater Lake
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Key site - Broadwater Lake SSSI

Key site for most important species: 
Shoveler, Pochard, Tufted Duck, 
supporting around 800 birds at peak

Key breeding site for Cormorant and Grey 
Heron

Key summer moult site for Tufted Duck 
and Coot

Key refuge site, enables birds to feed over a 
much wider area. Significant movement 
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Broadwater Lake SSSI

Stocker’s Lake

Key refuges at 
Broadwater Lake SSSI 
and Stocker’s Lake 
enable birds to exploit 
other waters across a 
much wider area.
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A landscape-scale approach to wetland 
management
• Maintain key refuges Broadwater

• Maintain early successional habitats shallow water, wet grass, 
marginal emergent vegetation. 

• Manage tree cover to retain and enhance marginal aquatic vegetation 
and structural diversity. 

• Seek natural fish populations 

• Reduction of Signal Crayfish

• Management plans & monitoring support fisheries managers
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Angling and Nature Conservation a legacy to 
support

• Establish and maintain a Colne Valley 
wetland managers collaborative 

• Continue to advise and support 
fishery managers

• Funding for habitat restoration and 
management

• Monitor key habitats and species
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The Colne Valley

A Regional Park with national significance

Colne wetlands and the birds they support

A Regional Park with international significance

The South-west London Special Protection Area

The River Colne and its chalk stream wildlife

A Regional Park with committed support from

a longstanding partnership of local stakeholders
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Save Broadwater Lake SSSI

• A nationally important site 
under threat from proposals 
for a local watersports activity 
facility

• Find an alternative site for this 
locally important facility

• Object to the planning 
application by 21st December

• We need to stand up for nature 
today to protect it for the 
future.
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Questions?

tim.hill@hmwt.org

hmwt.org

@HMWTBadger

mailto:tim.hill@hmwt.org
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