Repurposing the
Green Belt 1n the

215 Century

Professor Peter Bishop

University College London
April 2023

Brunel University: Urban Fringe Conference
















o THE GREEN GIRDLES OF
€ WILLIAM BULL AND
LORD MEATH 190I,
& GEORGE PEPLER 191!
//_-wfb\ L 10 Miles )
ST. ~ ZHATFIELD e,
= \ ALaensa i n
/ \\\ [

2 \
EPPING
/ [P \
— X

FORD/ [ gso®e0ea,
%.)WAT ” oo:°.;’ ..'o

; BRENTWOOD
\

<Xy 2 ....
/’ \
/J / l\\‘
/ - \
r Y
[ .
e | ! -2 [
1 % |
4 \
\ /'
\ =STAINES /
\ \ L iy o* /
\ “ \\ “eee, é‘o'...
\ R 2 e ///
\ A T 12miles—
\\ /'
A
N 3 /.‘,: SEVENOAKS 7
N\,
~ -
~ REIGATE -
GUILDFORD s Zq i
7 DORKING & "~ 50 o
William Bull George Pepler:
q rd Meath: *e e Parkway
°° Parkways

Open spaces 77 Built-up areas

Ml forming part ——Boundary of the
of the girdie County of London




Land acquisition programmes:

- Purchases
- Bequests
- Covenants
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THE FOUR RINGS
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The county of
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The Curse of Planning
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The Curse of Lack of Planning









Critical 1ssues:

* Without a plan we are eroding the green belt

* There 1s no prioritization (nature/leisure/housing)
* The housing provided does not accord with need
* Value uplift accrues to the landowner

* Housing 1s invariably low density (car based)

* There 1s no mnvestment in the countryside



Is there an answer?
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Ecological Main Structure of the Netherlands
A coherent network of {inter)nationally important and sustainably to preserve ecosystems
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Greater London ?
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Potential London Stansted Cambridge Corridor
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Community Parklands
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Conclusions 1

The green belt is a precious resource of which we are stewards

The green belt is not sacrosanct — it is a landscape that may be
enhanced, adapted, extended and in the right circumstances could
provide a spatial framework for some new development



Conclusions 2

The city and its hinterland should be planned as a single entity
There is sufficient brownfield land if we are creative enough to unlock it

Development in the green belt needs to be on strategically selected
sites, be at sustainable densities and return significantly more land to
nature

Development value should be captured and reinvested for the greater
public good

Additional land should be acquired/safeguarded for public access,

ecology, sustainable environmental purposes (water management,
food, energy



Conclusions 3

But if we can not rise to the challenge then we should
leave the green belt for a generation more responsible
and capable than us






