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Welcome 
Stewart Pomeroy (Groundwork/CVRP)

Presentations
Darran Eggleton (BC)
Jerry Unsworth (Plg Consultant)

Quick Fire Experience
Janet Crame BEM (Horton PC)
David Brackin (Fulmer PC)
Leigh Tugwood RIBA (Iver Heath RA)

Workshops (18.15) 

Workshop Feedback (18.50)

Q&A with Panel (19.00)

Close (19.15)

Engaging with Planning across the Colne 
Valley Regional Park



43 square miles

>3M people within 10 miles

70 lakes + 200km rivers/canals

100’s of green spaces, 5 country 
parks, 20 Nature Reserves, 13 SSSI’s

270km of public rights of way

CVRP - key to fulfilling the positive 
aspects of  Green Belt policy

Key to physical and mental health, 
biodiversity & farming

Most pressured part of the (inner) 
Green Belt



Engaging with Planning 
across the Colne Valley 
Regional Park

Jerry Unsworth
Independent Planning Consultant for CVRP

• The planning challenge in the CVRP
• Policy context 
• Outline of draft Toolkit 



A key part of London’s Green Belt



Green Belt – the basics

Prevent urban 
sprawl

Permanently open
5 strategic 
purposes

Very Special 
Circumstances

Exceptional 
Circumstances

Only 
change GB 
boundaries  

in Plans



Often overlooked (paragraphs in the NPPF)

142. …. Where it has been 
concluded that it is 
necessary to release GB 
land …. they should also set 
out ways in which the 
impact of removing land 
from the GB can be offset 
through compensatory 
improvements to the 
environmental quality and 
accessibility of remaining 
Green Belt land. 

145. Once GBs defined, LPAs 
should plan positively to 
enhance their beneficial use, 
such as looking for 
opportunities to provide 
access; to provide 
opportunities for outdoor 
sport and recreation; to 
retain and enhance 
landscapes, visual amenity 
and biodiversity; or to 
improve damaged and 
derelict land.



This is why the CVRP 
was established

….. to enhance the beneficial 
use of the Green Belt and its 

natural environment across the 
Colne Valley



2019 G.I. Strategy



Green Belt 
“Exceptional Circumstances”

(for Local Plans)

140. Once established, Green Belt boundaries should 
only be altered where exceptional circumstances are 
fully evidenced and justified, through the preparation or 
updating of plans ..

• Local need for development - Housing/ Commercial/ community etc.

• Regional and London context
• Green Belt context 
• Prevent urban sprawl
• Openness and permanence

• Strategic cross-border planning



Green Belt “Very Special Circumstances” 
(‘ad hoc’ major applications)

No definition – decision maker is
• Applying national policy (NPPF) and up to 

date local policy
• Determining whether potential harm to 

the GB is “clearly outweighed by other 
considerations” The Big Question

How GB ‘harm’ is assessed

Substantial weight to harm -
proportionate to scale 

If LPA (or SoS) sympathetic -
should think strategically on 
mitigation/ compensation

NPPF Para 145 very relevant



Colne Valley 
Regional 
Park 
(2018) 

And a significantly 
changing 
development 
picture



Colne Valley 
Regional Park 
(The Future?)  

Showing approved 
schemes (current 
Pinewood Studios 
expansion & HS2 
works) and if 
planned proposals 
(from LAs and 
others) are 
followed through 





	

	
	
	
	
Extract	from	2019	Colne	and	Crane	Green	Infrastructure	Strategy	(Mid	Colne	Section)	-	showing	the	‘MC101’	indicative	
Strategic	Link	from	Black	Park	to	Uxbridge	–	an	east-west	cross-country	‘pedestrian/	cycle	link’	connecting	the	urban	areas	of	
Uxbridge/	New	Denham	with	Black	Park	via	New	Denham	Quarry	restoration	area,	across	the	M40	(via	the	proposed	site	for	an	
MSA),	through	Iver	Heath	village	and	across	(via	the	proposed	site	for	Pinewood	Screen	Hub	UK)	to	Black	Park.		

Extract from 
2019 Colne & 
Crane GI Strategy

Extract from 
Bucks Council 
Land Ownership 
‘Terrier’



Draft Toolkit
Planning matters

Concise

Collaborate

VSC

• focus on harm 

• relate to NPPF policy 

NPPF Extracts on 2nd page

Comments welcome, by 16 March 2023
jerryunsworthplanning@gmail.com



Workshops



Workshops
Half an hour

Quick intros

Prompts

• What significant 
learning points from 
experience?

• Useful tips and 
techniques

Outputs

• Note down top 3 ideas 
on being more 
effective when making 
comments

• Nominated person to 
feedback the best one



Improving how the Green Belt functions 
on London’s Fringe 

Policy and practice, using the Colne Valley Regional Park as a case study

Conference – Tuesday 18th April



Engaging with Planning across 
the Colne Valley Regional Park

Thank You
www.colnevalleypark.org.uk
Follow on facebook & twitter.
Join the Friends of the Colne Valley Park

http://www.colnevalleypark.org.uk/

