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STAINES FP18
CASE REFERENCE ROW/3207792
The Colne Valley Park objects to the proposal by Network Rail to permanently close this public right of way.

The Colne Valley Park CIC aims to maintain and enhance the Colne Valley as the first taste of countryside to the west of London for the benefit of over 3 million people who live within 10 miles of the Park. The Park covers an area from Rickmansworth to Staines across parts of Hertfordshire, London, Buckinghamshire, Berkshire and Surrey. The six objectives of the Park are:
 1.
To maintain and enhance the landscape, historic environment and waterscape of the Park in terms of their scenic and conservation value and their overall amenity.

 2.
To safeguard the countryside of the Park from inappropriate development. Where development is permissible it will encourage the highest possible standards of design.

 3.
To conserve and enhance biodiversity within the Park through the protection and management of its species, habitats and geological features

 4.
To provide opportunities for countryside recreation and ensure that facilities are accessible to all.

 5.
To achieve a vibrant and sustainable rural economy, including farming and forestry, underpinning the value of the countryside.

 6.
To encourage community participation including volunteering and environmental education. To promote the health and social well-being benefits that access to high quality green space brings.

At present, Staines FP18 is closed and securely fenced off at the point where it crosses the Staines-Windsor railway line on the level. There was a fatality in 2008, but curiously the temporary closure order was not made until 2014. Since then Network Rail has successfully applied to extend the temporary closure several times. Now Surrey County Council has stated that it will not support any further temporary closure and has urged Network Rail to re-open the path.
As well as being formerly used by many local people to access Staines Moor and other local countryside, the footpath is part of a well used circular route, one of the Colne Valley Park’s set of 20 Short Walks obtainable on our website:

https://www.colnevalleypark.org.uk/things-to-do-2/walks/#shortcircularwalks
Staines Moor is one of the remaining pastures of the medieval Manor of Staines. Originally a clearing in the Forest of Windsor it has remained unploughed for over 1,000 years and has been common land since 1065. By Act of Parliament, Common Land also provides the public use of the land for "air and exercise". The 289 acres has been a designated Site of Special Scientific Interest since 1955, making it one of the first sites in England to be notified.
Staines FP18 has been a right of way since at least 1848 when the railway line was built and probably predates it. For many decades no serious accident happened at this crossing before the one in 2008.
The alternative route via FP17, BW50 and Moor Lane is totally inadequate. It is longer, close to the M25 and partially along a road (Moor Lane) with heavy goods vehicle traffic and no pavement provision for a significant part of it. It is very likely that the overall risk to pedestrians is increased by being forced to use Moor Lane. The alternative route is five times as long - about 1km compared to the 200m route using FP18 across the railway - and considerably less attractive as a countryside route.
Network Rail’s case for closure is unreasonable. There is a dead straight railway clearly visible in both directions for at least 1.5 km, making it possibly one of the clearest sightlines on a pedestrian crossing of this type in the country. This is confirmed by the RAIB report into the fatality.
Since 2014 Network Rail has had six years to solve this perceived safety problem by either building a bridge or a redesign of entrances and gates, vegetation management and signage as recommended in the RAIB report. It has failed to carry out these works.
We would also draw the inspector’s attention to the failure by Network Rail to carry out safety works following consideration by Railtrack in 1996 and an HMRI request in 2005.

Furthermore, there are other crossings on the level of the same railway by public rights of way. One is just 900m south east of the crossing in question, and one is in neighbouring Wraysbury parish. They have both remained open throughout, with no known accidents, and no attempts by Network Rail to close them. This seems perverse unless the current closure proposal is in fact an attempt by Network Rail to solve a perceived problem following the unfortunate accident without actually doing anything themselves to improve safety.
The Colne Valley Park therefore objects to the permanent closure of the footpath because of the impact on the objectives of the Park and the other reasons outlined above. It urges the Inspector to require that the footpath is re-opened as soon as possible, but with all appropriate measures to ensure the safety of both pedestrians and rail users.
Should Network Rail obtain permanent closure, there must be appropriate mitigation and compensation in line with the Colne Valley Regional Park’s objectives listed above for the benefit of local people and local landscapes. This could for instance include investment or an annual contribution that the Colne Valley Regional Park (or other body) can use to improve landscape and attractiveness of any alternative route or routes to access Staines Moor.
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Ordnance Survey map extract, Moor Lane, Staines, late 19th century.
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